Update

Upcoming
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MINAMI-OSUMI TOWN NEJIME DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
About 100 teams participate from in and out of Kagoshima and
abroad. 10 people in a boat (8 rowers, 1 helmsman, 1 cox) race
380m.
An evening event will be held on the 26th (Sat), and local
performances will be shown.
An outdoor market will sell the town's local products, foods and
drinks. Some events will also be held.
Date: October 26th (Sat) & 27th (Sun)
Time: 26th (Sat) 18:00 ~ / 27th (Sun) 8:00 ~
Place: The mouth of the river Ogawa,

Nejime, Minami-osumi town, Kimotsuki county
Admissoin fee: free
Info: The executive (Dragon Boat Festival Jikko linkai)

0994-24-2320
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ASIAN KAGOSHIMA 2013
(WCLEPI PEDESS
(PIPhERS2013)
This is an arts and exchange festival by young people
from various Asian countries and Kagoshima city.
On the 12th (Sat), “Youth Music Festival” will be held.
Young people from each country will perform their
traditional music and folk dances.
On the 13th (Sun), youth stage performances, Asian
food stalls, Experience Asia booth and other things
will be held. You will enjoy the exotic Asian
atmosphere.
Date & Time: October 12 (Sat) 12:30 ~
October 13 (Sun) 10:30 ~ Asian food stalls &
Experience Asia booths
12:30 ~ Youth stage performances
Place: October 12 (Sat) Hozan Hall, Kagoshima city
October 12 (Sun) Chuo Park, Kagoshima city
Info: The Executive (Kagoshima Asia Seishonen Geijutsu-sai Jikko linkai)
099-216-1131

MOUNTAIN GOD’S FIRE PARTY
(Yaman-kan-no Kyoen / [|Jf(DEE:¥)
10,000 torch lights will light the park on the night.
Many stage performances such as Japanese drum performance and other things
will be held.
Date: October 13 (Sun)
Time: 16:00
(Stage performanes 17:00 ~ / Torchlights 18:00 ~)

Place: Yamankan-no Sato Park (LMD AE),

Nagayoshi, Fukiage town, Hioki city
Info: Yamankan-no Sato Park 099-299-3420

AUTUMN PLANT MARKET 2013
(AKI-no KI-ICHI 2013 / ]\ 2013)

This is an annual event which is alive with lots of visitors, and stalls selling
plants, seedlings, vegetables, pets and other things.
Many events such as a Bonsai Class, a Gardening Classes, and raffles will be
held during the period.
Date: October 15 (Tue) ~ November 15 (Fri)
Time: 10:00 ~ 17:00
Place: The bank of Kotsuki river, Kagoshima city
(Near Takamibashi tram stop)
Info: Kagoshima City Hall (Seisan Ryutsu-ka) 099-216-1340

KANOYA AUTUMN ROSE FESTIVAL 2013 (KANOYA BARA-MATSURI

AKI 2013 / D (DXOESRD2012 )
At the beautiful rose park in Kanoya, 50,000 roses of 4,000 different kinds are
in their full glory in autumn.
Many people visit to enjoy roses and this popular annual event.
Stage performances will be held every Saturday, Sunday and national holiday
during the period.
The roses in the park will be lit up both nights, and stage performances will be
held.
Also, you can enjoy a fireworks display on the 18th night from 20:00.
Date: October 19 (Sat) ~ November 17 (Sun)
Time: 9:00 ~ 17:00
Place: Kanoya Rose Garden (h D1 5 &)
1250 Hamada town, Kanoya city
Entrance fee: Adults 600 yen / E.S, J.H.S & H.S.Students: 100 yen
Info: The executive (Kanoya Bara-matsuri Jikko linkai)
0994-40-2170
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Awesome Way to Travel ~ Princess Cruise ~

On the 26th of July, the beautiful cruise ship “Sun Princess” called
at Marine Port Kagoshima. The Sun Princess customer service
directer, Angus Wilkinson showed us the true pleasure and
attraction of travelling on a luxury liner.

The Sun Princess is a ship of 77,000 tons, and the white, gently curved
body is suitable for the name of “princess”. “Princess Cruise” is an
American company, so even though the ship stops at Kagoshima, the inside
of the ship is America! You need to give in your identification such as a
driving license or passport at the desk and get a security check before you

enter the ship.

The first thing you see in the
ship is an atrium which is
suggestive of a first-class hotel.
| was surprised to see that such
a big and gorgeous area exists in
the ship.

The customer service
director, Mr. Angus Wilkinson is a
tall gentleman. The uniform
suits him and he has a soft

manner. It was really nice to
talk to him and | felt relaxed
being with him. The first
thing | wanted to know was
“what it’s like travelling on a
cruise ship”. The cruising
period ranges from 5 days to
over 100 days. According to
Mr. Wilkinson, cruising is one
of the most relaxing ways to
travel. You pack once and
when you wake up you are in
a different country each day.
There are no hassles of
airports and security, and all those kind of things.

So it’s a very easy way to travel. Also, you can visit many areas and
countries on one trip.

Yes, it is easy, but, cruising across the Pacific, you may not see any land
for days and you could be bored....? The answer is “No”. Actually, the ship
is full of pleasures! First, the Princess Cruise offers very tasty food! The cost
of meals at the dining restaurant and the buffet is included in the traveling
fee (but, you need to pay at the sushi bar and the steak house), so it is
possible to eat all day! Moreover, the chefs on Princess Cruises are all
first-class. Customers said that the food was very tasty. If you are worried
about getting fat, there are sports gyms, yoga classes and pilates classes
etc...

Food is not the only
pleasure on the ship. The
newsletter “Princess
Patter” is delivered to
each cabin every
morning, and customers
can check the events on
the newsletter. Various
events are held from
morning to midnight
every day, so there is no
time to be bored. For
example, the day The Sun
Princess called at
Kagoshima there was information broadcasting about Kagoshima on the TV in
the cabins. Sports activities such as basketball, table tennis, and golf patting
were held for people who stay on the ship. Some movies were shown, and
parties for bachelors and GLBTs, music performances, dance parties, and
dance lessons were held at night. Even if you don’t want to attend the
activities, there are many things to do. Enjoy shopping at the duty free shop,
be excited at the casino, web surfing at the internet café, relax at the spa,
take a Jacuzzi while watching a cinema on a big screen on the deck, read
books or play board games in the library or enjoy sports in the gym.

What | want to do the most is having room service at my own balcony.
Looking at the open sea and drinking wine sounds very attractive. Just
imagining it makes me grin.

Cruise plans which arrives and depart from Japan are available. Ports of
departure are Otaru, Yokohama and Kobe. They are 5 to 10 day tours and the
fees are from 69,000 yen. Various services for the Japan cruise such as
offering Japanese food, and
Rakugo performances are
included. There are many staff
who speak Japanese, so you
don’t need to worry about the
| . language.

These cruises are easy for
people who live in Japan, but |
think speaking of cruising, The
Mediterranean is the place! I’'m
already thinking of going for the
Mediterranean cruise, so |
checked the fee. A 14 day trip

to Tokyo costs 398,000 yen to
798,000 yen per person. (Staying
12 nights in The Emerald
Princess, JTB home page). It is

afford, is it?
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update 272

Drive towards Iso from Gionnosu Park, and you can see Cho-on-kan (1
£E), a café made of stone, on the left side. Cho-on-kan uses organic farm
products and eggs which are harvested at their own farm as ingredients, so

their food is healthy, safe and tasty!
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These organic vegetables are grown by WWOOFers who found the farm
through a system called “WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic
Farms)”. WWOOF is a system in which people work at farms without
compensation and the farm hosts offers them food and accommodation
free. Anybody can become a WWOOFer with online registration (there is a
charge for registration). Some of WWOOFers are traveling all over the world
using the system.

M. Kawasaki, the Cho-on-kan
owner has been a farm host since
5 years ago and about 50
WWOOFers a year are working at
his farm. He holds a party every
Sunday at his café for the purpose
of exchange between WWOOFers
and local residents. Anybody can
participate and the participation
fee is 1,000 yen (actually, the cost
for your meal). You can enjoy an international exchange and plenty of tasty
food. It’s a great chance to meet people from lots of different places.

This time, 2 American
ladies and a man, and a
German lady came to the
party. They were helping with
Mr. Kawasaki’s farm.

Y oko, one of the WWOOF-
ers talked what the attraction
of WWOOF,

“You can have great experi-
ences which you can never get
just through traveling.
Besides, the chicks of ducks for rice-duck farming are really cute.”

On the other hand, there are difficult things. Yoko says,

“It was hard to use to formworks. Actually, I’ve lost some wait. But, the
most annoying things are mosquitoes.”
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Another American lady,
Olivia says,
“| love all of Japanese food.
Natto, squids, and sea
urchins....| ate various things
and everything is tasty!”
Surely she is enjoying
Japanese food, and she is
enjoying more.
“Everyday life here is just
like the world of My
Neighbor Totoro, and | am a
big fan of Ghibli!”

We talked about travelling, the difference between Japanese culture
and American culture, also the difference between Japanese education and
American education, other WWOOFers’ experiences and many more things.
The time passed so quickly.

On this day, Gyokuryu Junior
High School and Ghokuryu High
School students are also
participated, and they talked
about their dreams for the
future with WWOOFers eagerly.

As Yoko said, “the experi-
ences which you can never get
just travelling”, WWOOFers
exchange directly with various regions or countries, stay there and face
farm products with the way of each place’s farming skills. They have
difficulties as well, but everyone was so energetic and full of life.

The party beyond generations and nationalities had a nice and at-home
atmosphere. Good food served one after the other and everyone’s’ smile.
| was so happy because | could be such a nice space.
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Harvest Moon Viewing

~ September 19th ~

In Japan, since the Heian period
people among the noble class started
to enjoy admiring the moon on the
Lunar 15th of August. This custom
came from China. Moon viewing
became popular among citizens in
the Edo period. Since then people
have put Japanese pampas, dump-
lings and other things on the porch
and other places where they can see
the moon, and enjoy moon-viewing.
The decorations are various,
depending on the place.

In
Kagoshima,
some districts still have the custom that everyone from children to old
people gather on this night and do sumo wrestling and tug-of-war.

Confusingly, the Lunar 15th of August is usually from the end of
September to early October in the solar calender. In autumn and winter,
the air is the most dry and clear of the year, so you can see the moon
very clearly. Also, in Autumn it is not so chilly even at night time. For
these reasons, people started to have the custom of moon viewing.

The harvest moon is called “Chushu-no-Meigetsu (DFRNDBB)” or “Jugo-ya (+AR)”.
“Chushu-no-Meigetsu” means “the beautiful moon on the middle day of August in the lunar
calender”. “Jugo-ya” also means “the middle day of August in the lunar calender” .

Yes, Japanese people say that the Lunar 15th of August is the night that we can see the most
beautiful moon of the year!
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”]usanya” is the lunar 13th of September. The
shape of the moon is not quite a full moon yet.
Japanese people used to enjoy moon viewing on
this night, too.

The moon on this night is called “Kuri-
meigetsu (chestnut harvest moon / 4 H)” or
“Mame-meigetsu (bean harvest moon / 24 H),
and people used to say that it is the second most
beautiful moon next to the harvest moon
(Jyugoya / +ERK)

It is said that if you had the harvest moon
viewing, you have to have moon viewing on this
day at the same place or it would lead to bad
luck.

The custom of jyugoya came from China, but
the custom of jyusanya originates in Japan.
How about enjoying moon viewing on this night,
too?
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Yoshino Park in Kagoshima City
September 19 (Thu) ~ 22 (Sun)
During the period, Yoshino Park will be
open until 21:00.

Moon Viewing Events such as “Moon
Viewing Concert” and flea market will be
held on the 21st of September (Sat).
Moon Viewing Concert: 18:00 ~ 20:30
Fee: Free

Flea Market: 10:00 ~ 17:00

Yoshino Park Home Page:
http://www.nils.jp/~nkk-
yoshinokouen/top.html

Star Watching Moon Viewing And
Concert @ Amami Seishonen
Shizen-no le

September 20 (Fri) 19:00 ~ 21:00

Fee: Free Anybody can participate
Kagoshima Prefecture Home Page:
http://www.pref.kagoshima.jp/bc09/kika
n/amami/jigyo/honnen_jigyou/tyuusyuun
omeigetu.html

Sorayoi, a traditional event in
Chiran

September 19 (Thu)

Boys aged 7 - 14 in unique straw costumes
and corn-shaped hats perform “Sorayoi” in
appreciation of the good harvest. A
tug-of-war and sumo games are also held
after the event.

Kagoshima Prefecture Home Page:
http://www.pref.kagoshima.jp/al01/even
t/nannsatu/250919nansatsu.html
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24 Divisions of The Solar Year; 24 Terms Used to Denote The Changing of The Seasons
And Standard Days Signifying The Changing of The Seasons

We have ah inforrﬁation web site, “KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE” for visitors and residents in Kagoshima.

Z+METR & AER

Also, we have a Facebook page and on which we write about events and cultural activities of Kagoshima and Japan.

24 terms used to denote the changing of the seasons and standard days signifying the changing of the seasons have been an integral part
of people’s lifestyle and even now Japanese people know the change of seasons through them.

We introduce the custom in English and Japanese on Facebook.
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Kanro (E5)
October 8 (Tue) / 1088H (k)
T )

This is the 15th day after the Autumnal Equinox,
and the 17th of 24 solar terms (&i%) in the
traditional East Asian calendars.

“Kanro” is the cold drops of dew on the grass
from late summer to the start of autumn. It is the
season where the long autumn rain finishes and
the real autumn starts.

Around this time of the year, the sky is very
clear.

It is also the harvest time of crops.
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Soukou (FEF%)
October 23 (Wed)

Jusanya (+=7%)

October 9 (Wed)

Jusanya (+=7) is the lunar 13th of September.
The shape of the moon is not quite a full moon
yet. Japanese people used to enjoy moon viewing
on this night, too.

The moon on this night is called “Kuri-meigetsu
(chestnut harvest moon / 4 A)” or “Mame-
meigetsu (bean harvest moon / 24 A), and
people used to say that it is the second most
beautiful moon next to the harvest moon (Jyugoya
I +E®)

It is said that if you had the harvest moon
viewing, you have to have moon viewing on this
day at the same place or it would lead to bad
luck.

This is the season it gets colder as the
autumn advances and morning dew falls on
the garden. It is also the season that we
have the first frost of the autumn.

Maple trees and vines start to change colors.
The north wind from this day to “Ritto (:%
: the first day of winter according to the
lunar calendar)” is called “Kogarashi (X%t 5
L / cold wintry wind) which means the wind
which causes blight in plants.

The custom of jyugoya came from China, but the
custom of jyusanya originates in Japan.
How about enjoying moon viewing tonight?
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The dates above change every year. LtiE0OBFEBELEHYFET,

The new Takeoka tunnel had opened at last!

Full length is 1513m; it's a tunnel for traffic heading out of town (2 lanes). It goes onto the highway, so

Bikes under 125cc, people on foot, and bicycles can't go through.

The original Takeoka tunnel is now for traffic heading into town only (also 2 lanes). This tunnel is a
normal road so people on foot and bicycles can also go through in both directions (in this tunnel). But
125cc bikes can't go through so they'll have to go through another route.

It will be good if the new Takeoka tunnel helps solve the traffic jam.

To those of you who have already gone through, how was it?
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CBERBOBITCEET . 2712, 126ccATONT D[EEBLRFNEES GG DIEZ DEDTIERZ.
PR b2 ILATHERIC DEA D ELWNTIN.

ITICBoIZEVNDTE. LWADTLED ?

More information about seasonal events on the Facebook page, “KIC-update”!

CDIFHICEFacebook/N—3) [KIC-update (KIC-KAGOSHIMA Visitors” GUIDEIZEREFE) | Tld. MEMEIQZREZBITL TLET. B0 CETEL.
https://www.facebook.com/kicupdate
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Food & Drink

Our web site “KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE”

GUIDE”free!

CEEBTEET.
[KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ Guide ] D/R— AN—IBTD/N\NF—%
I walLT<EZEE0 .

Y‘:\Q//’

Read the backnumbers of “Kagoshima Visitors’

Open the “Kagoshima Visitors’ GUIDE”website and
click the banner.

SFETHITLEZ [Update Newsletter | (D/\wDF/N\—EE8H

English free paper “Update Newsletter” have
been replaced with our website “KAGOSHIMA
Visitors’ GUIDE”.

Due to this change, “Update Newsletter” is
renewed from this issue.

The contents are the information which we
updated on our website and other information
about Kagoshimal!
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Update

Update Newsletter is edited and issued by Visitor Center Update.

We also offer information on sightseeing, transport service, accommodation and restaurants, all on our web site,
“KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE” and on facebook “KIC-update”.

We’d like to hear from you. Mail us with your suggestions for future articles, and your comments about the
content of Update. If you would like to write an article for Update, let us know.

Update Newsletter|dVisitor Center Updatel=Z & U fRE. TSN TULET,

™ 1 JH A  TKAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE| & FacebookR— < TKIC-update] THEN. K@, B. XIEHEE
REOBERERELTLET,
INEDBEWITODVTHOTERPLERZEZZFELTVET, FTRRETITERLIFZIL,

Visitor Center Update / Editor: Shiho. Forbes

2F Hiratabashi Bldg.. 8-13 Hirano-cho, Kagoshima City, JAPAN 892-0848

o KIC-update.com Tel: 099-224-8011 / Fax: 099-224-8012

E-mail: info@kic-update.com
« URL. http://kic-update.com/
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Facebook https://www.facebook.com/kicupdate /)
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