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“Enjoy Driving around Nansatsu Area” is a series to introduce you to the good sightseeing spots in the Nansatsu area..
In Part?, we learnt about the great views over tea fields in Ei town (FB#ED 1), The Local Product Shop Yutori-kan (& Z#1:8W & Y £€) and one of the
popular spiritual places, Kamafuta Shrine (BEZf#1t).

In Part I, we’d like to introduce a good viewing spot for Mt.Kaimon, Somen Nagashi (flowing noodles) and Japan’s Southernmost JR Station.

1.The Great Viewing Spot for Mt.Kaimon ”Sebira Natural Park Somen-nagashi restaurant’s menu are roughly the same anywhere. .
BT S A There are Somen (% 3 & As), Onigiri (Rice balls / &12F V), Koikoku (a dish
(/ﬁigm\/_\) . f h - . . .
of round sliced carp stewed in miso soup / 8 Z <), Koi-no Arai (slices of raw
You might have seen this angle in posters and guidebooks, which highlight  ¢arp chilled in icy water / #2® % & L\) and other things.
Mt.Kaimon. ) You can’t miss Masu-no Shioyaki (grilled trout / #8MD1i&5E ). The trout done
You can see the Ea§t China Sea up brown goes well with the somen noodles which taste soothing as they
on the right, Mt,Kaimon slide down your throat.
straight ahead and pine trees Tosenkyo is about 10 minutes’ drive from Ikeda lake.
in front. It is the view from
Sebira Natural Park, a good It is not only the fact that the place is the somen-nagashi origin that makes

viewing spot for Mt.Kaimon,
The park is located on Route
226 connecting Ibusuki city and
Makurazaki city.

Tosenkyo so special, but its location, too.

Masu-no Shioyaki
(grilled trout / 8
DIEBE) ~

A

~

The sign of the park

Onigiri (Rice balls
fo I BIZEY)
(left)

2. Local Specialty "Tosenkyo Somen Nagashi
(Tosenkyo Flowing Noodls / EflEZ>5HAFHL)”

A 100,000 tons of spring water, selected as one of the 100 Exquisite and
Well-Conserved Waters of the Heisei Period, gush out every day. The water
temperature is 13?. When you come down by the shop elevator from the car
park, you feel the cool air refreshing you.

The cool stream is running all the time at the side of the restaurants, which
are placed in a valley, and it is cool even in summer. The clean air and clear
water makes the food so special.

Pick the somen noodles up flowing around the table in a stream of cool

water.

It is easier actually than you might think.

There are several places you can have the meal, but Tosenkyo in Ibusuki
city is the place of origin. Local people still think that the best place to
eat Somen-nagashi is here!

From golden week in May, it gets busier.

There are a municipally-owned
restaurant and several privately
owned somen-nagashi shops in
Tosenkyo.

We visited the privately owned
restaurant, Chojuan (R¥*F)
which is located behind the
municipally-owned restaurant.

Kaimon Sanroku Park \ q
agasaki-bana 7,
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3.Japan’s Southernmost JR Station,

“Nishi-oyama Station (FGALUER)
This is a yellow post box located
on the right side of the station.
The sign next to it says “The post
that delivers happiness”.

The post office near the station
here was selling postcards and

Even if the post
office is not selling
them, the shop in
front of the station
sells the postcards
and other things.
This shop is also the
# Nishi-oyama Tourist
Information Office.
It is actually a direct
sales store of a
pickles factory, and
yet they issue the
“Certificate of
Arriving at Japan’s southernmost JR Station”. They also rent power-assisted
7 bicycles

Nishi-oyama Station was opened
in 1960 and It is an unmanned
station and has no station
building. The station is
surrounded by fields, and it is a
view of the original Japanese
landscape.

This station used to be the
southernmost station in Japan
until the monorail opened in
Okinawa, but after that this
station became the southern-
most JR station on the mainland.

JRIUM JETERLE R

BXUFEFEAMAOINEH
FLZYSRUP (TITH)
FTEIENE

I Ky (FRUD)

LM EATH

LA (PE)
EMITEIOY

Eight trains stop at the Nishi-oyama Station a day. (Time table: See below)
If you come to this station by train, there is plenty of time until the next
train comes. Meanwhile you could rent the power-assisted bicycle “Iburin”
and visit Flower Park Kagoshima (about 4km from the station),
Nagasakibana Parking Garden (about 5 kim) or Kaimon Sanroku Park (about
9km).

JR & @i 0 R

EkBITEI1 S

Parking lots are available at the

station. The access by car is IbusukiMa kurazaki Li'ne Ibusuk.i-M:.ﬂ %(urazaki Lin.e
pretty good because Route 226 : For Y'amagawa, Ibusuk i 'For N'|5h1e|, Makurazaki
is close. . Ar'rlval Time . De stination X Ar~r|val Time ) De stination
There is a bell which is called @ Nishi-oyama Station @ Nishi-oyama Station
“Shiawase-no Bell (Happy Bell / 5:44 Ibusuki 6:26 Makurazaki
=g/ A JL) in front of the 7:06 Kagoshima Chuo 7:31 Nishiei
station. Since it is called 8:29 Ibusuki 11:59 Makurazaki
“Happy Bell”, be sure to give it 9:00 Ibusuki 13:37 Makurazaki
a tinkle! 14:18 Kagoshima Chuo 17:33 Makurazak i
16:56 Kagoshima Chuo 18:44 Makurazaki
19:28 Yamagawa 20:09 Makurazaki
20:52 Kagoshima Chuo 21:37 Nishiei
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24 Divisions of The Solar Year; 24 Terms Used to Denote The Changing of The Seasons
And Standard Days Signifying The Changing of The Seasons

We have an information web site, “KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE” for visitors and residents in Kagoshima.
Also, we have a Facebook page in which we write about events and cultural activities of Kagoshima and Japan.
24 terms used to denote the changing of the seasons and standard days signifying the changing of the seasons have been an integral part

of people’s lifestyle and even now Japanese people know the change of seasons through them.

We introduce the custom in English and Japanese on Facebook.
THIUEREMEAIIBEADIULICRRE L. FEOBALDEREZE>TEXLZ.

EREEIMHERERDFacebook/N—3) [KIC-update] TIRCNSEBAEBERBTRBITLTLNET .

November

(Rittou)

November 8 (Sun)

This is the 19th of 24 solar terms (gi%&) in the
traditional East Asian calendars.

It is the first day of winter by the old calendar.
It gets colder and people feel the winter is
coming.

Rittou is middle of Shubun (#//43), autumn
equinox and Touji (£Z&), the winter solstice.
From Rittou to the day before the first day of
Spring (Shunbun / &43) by the old calender
(around 4th or 5th of February) is the winter.

24802005819
BOLTZDEEDEENTNET.

UZEF MDEZZEDEAPICHEEVET. 2
NIZNWELZED. ZORBER-ELDCSTY
N, 2. BEFIETRIAZEDET .
BDLTE. IBHSIBORIBETHZED
ZZ5TY.

E (Shosetsu)
November 23 (Mon)

“Shosetsu (/ME)” is the 20th of 24 solar terms
(&%) in the traditional East Asian calendars.
It is the season in which the winter comes.
However, there is not much snow yet, so it is
called “Shosetsu (Little snow)”. The sunshine
gets weak and the air gets colder.

SBINE. 481D 520,

WEWKZDER. EEVNZ, FESEZNE
ERSZENOT [NE] EFENSZDSTY.
BELABED. RBICESHEL </2Do>TL)
EFT. ROLTHDE. RROEDT DD

December

KE (Taisetsu)

December 7 (Mon)

“Taisetsu ((K)” is the 21st of 24 solar terms (
gi% ) in traditional East Asian calendars.

It is the season in which it snows not only in
the mountains but on the plains, too.

It is also the season that the fruits of nandina
(heavenly bamboo) turn red, the season people
start to catch yellowtails, and the season when
Bears start to hibernate.

Ski resorts start to open around this season.
Gokase Highland Ski Resort will open December
4th (Fri) and Kuju Suki Resort will open
December 5th (Sat).

RE(F24E1RDE21.

WRBIZH Tl FICEENEDIBHD
BEZDTY, Flew MAROBIE, TUBRD
9;2“‘/’685'0\ INDZRICADEZEIZZD
AX—BOF—TIEZOEZE. ArB/NTS
Y RAF—1BE12848(F)IC. NERF 15
12858(D)CA-TYFETT.

A% (Touji)

December 22 (Tue)

“Touji (Z)” is the 22nd of 24 solar terms (&0
%) in the traditional East Asian calendars.
“Toji” literally means winter reach, and
actually means winter solstice. On this day, the
day time is the shortest and the night time is
the longest in the northern hemisphere.

In Japan, people say if you have a hot bath
scented with yuzu (an aromatic Japanese
citron), and eat pumpkins, you won’t catch
cold.

Winter solstice is the Yin energy reaching the
peak level and Yang energy is reborn at the
same moment. It is called “Ichiyo Raihuku (—
[53E#8)” which means “return of spring” or
“favorable turn of fortune”, and in ancient
times, people used to think from this day luck
tuuns better.

ZE[J2480RDEE22.
—FNO5TREENE. RARINBETT.
BATE. COBICHMTBICAD, ARFrE
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*The dates above depend on the lunar calendar, so
they change every year.
LTROBREEDLSZENHY FT .

Ski Resort Info

Gokase Highland Ski Resort
(A BNTZY RE—15)

Place: Gokase, Nishi-usuki county,
Miyazaki prefecture
Open: 8:00 ~ 16:30
Fee
Lift Charge for 1 day (Weekday):
Adults 4,000 yen / Children 2,800 yen
Lift Charge for 1 day (Sat, Sun & Holiday):
Adults 5,000 yen / Children 3,300 yen
Lift Charge for 4 hours (Weekday):
Adults 3,400 yen / Children 2,400 yen
Lift Charge for 4 hours (Sat, Sun & Holiday):
Adults 4,200 yen / Children 2,800 yen
Season Tickets:
Adults 40,000 yen
Children & 60 yrs+ 25,000 yen
Tel: 0982-83-2144
URL:
http://www.gokase.co.jp/ski/price/index.ht
ml

Kuju Suki Resort
NERMAB T —17)

Place: Kokonoe-machi, Kusu county,
Oita prefecture
Open: Weekdays 9:00 ~ 17:00
Sat, Sun & Holiday 8:30 ~ 17:30
Night time (Sat, Sun & Holiday)
16:00 ~ 21:00
Fee
1 day + Entrance fee (Weekday):
Adults 5,000 yen / Children 4,000 yen
1 day + Entrance fee (Sat, Sun & Holiday):
Adults 5,500 yen / Children 4,500 yen
4 hours + Entrance fee (Weekday):
Adults 4,000 yen / Children 3,500 yen
4 hours + Entrance fee (Sat, Sun & Holiday):
Adults 4,000 yen / Children 3,500 yen
Night Time Tickets:
Adults 3,5000 yen
Children 3,500 yen
Tel: 0973-79-2200
URL: http://www.kujyuski.co.jp/index.htm
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_Upcoming Events

VISITING AND PRAYER KANMURI-DAKE
(KANMURI-DAKE MAIRI / A ATDEED)

Kanmuri-dake is
one of the Sacred
mountains in
Satsuma peninsula
(another one is Mt.
Kinpo in Minami-
satsuma).
It has a legend in
which Jofuku (a
legendary person
who lived in China
and asked for
permission to
search for an elixir
for Shi Hudngdi)
came to search for
the elixir of life about 2,200 years ago.
A goma memorial service will be held invoking
citizen’s happiness.
There’s a Kanmuri-dake hill market products
exhibition (Kanmuri-dake yamaichi bussan-ten)
in which about 70 shops sell local products and
other things. Nagasaki Dragon Dance Perfor-
mance will also be held.
There is a free shuttle bus service from Ichiki-
kushikino-shi Tamokuteki Ground to the event
site.
Date: November 23 (Mon)
Time: 9:30 ~ 15:30
Place: Kanmuri-dake Hanakawa Sabo Park,
Ichiki-kushikino city
Ichiki-kushikino city hall / 0996-32-3111

uhIAN

*National holiday

Info:
URL:
http://www.chingokuji.org/function/11_kanmuri
dakemairi.html
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URL:
http://www.chingokuji.org/function/11_kanmuri
dakemairi.html

RYUMONJI WARE POTTERY FESTIVAL\
(RYUMONUJIYAKI TOUKIMATSURI /
FEFIT)SEPBEE R

Ryumonji ware pottery will be sold at a special
price of 20% off.

Some events such as making pottery with a lathe
(2,160 yen ~), guessing the weight of a vase and
other things will be held. A sale of special
products will also be held, too.

Date: December 11 (Fri) - 13 (Sun)

Time: 8:30- 17:00

Place: Ryumonji ware pottery, Kajiki town
Info:  Executive (Ryumonji-yaki Kigyo Kumiai)
/ 0995-62-2549

URL: http://ryumonjiyaki.jp/

HAKAHAKA SHIWASU MARKET
(HOKAHOKA SHIWASU-ICHI /
FADEHDEMEM)

An annual event in Kajiki before the new year.
A lot of stalls at which they sell new year goods,
convenience goods, pottery, trees and seedlings.

Date: December 12 (Sat) - 13 (Sun)
Time: 9:00 - 17:00
Place: Kamoda-omoi street, Kajiki town
Info:  Executive (Kamoda-dori Shoten-gai)
/ 0995-63-4311
URL:

http://www.nihon-
kankou.or.jp/kagoshima/462250/detail/46441ba22
12021057

KASEDA YEAR-END MARKET
(KASEDA TOSHI-no ICHI / D &EE®mD™)

This market has been held at the end of the year
since the Meiji era (1883). Honmachi-dori will
kept completely free of cars during the event, and
shops will sell special products of the area, marine
products, cutlery and other things.

Lightweight truck market, an exhibition of the
products of Asahikawa, Hokkaido will also be held.

Date: December 19 (Sat) ~ 20 (Sun)

Time: 9:00 ~ 17:00

Place: Kaseda Yumepika Honmachi-dori,
Kaseda, Minami-satsuma city

Info:  Minami-satsuma Shoko Kaigisho

/ 0993-53-2244

OKOBA MOUNTAIN GOD FESTI VAL
(OKOBA YAMANKAN MATSURI /
AARIBUBER)

It is based on a local Heike legend that Heike
people put a slipper which covers 10 tatami mats
on a pass to the village entrance. Genji people
who were chasing them were scared of it and ran
way. People dedicate about 30kg, 2m diameter
slippers on the day of the monkey in November by
the lunar calender every year.

Date: December 20 (Sun)

Time: 15:00 ~

Place: Oyamazumi shrine, Okoba area,
Oura town, Minami-satsuma city

Info: Ganjin Kinen-kan / 0993-68-0288

IBUSUKI RAPE BLOSSOMS MARATHON
RACE

(IBUSUKI NANOHANA MARATHON TAIKA /
WSTERDENVIVIAR)

This is a big full marathon event which 18,000
people from all over Japan enter. Only people 19
yrs old and above can enter this race.

Enjoy running the certified marathon course
looking at Lake lkeda, Mt. Kaimon and yellow rape
blossoms along the road in the new year air!

The local volunteers will welcome you with sweet
potatoes, pickles and many other foods and drinks
at the aid stations.

Date & Time: January 10 (Sun) 9:00 ~

Entry 12 (Sat) 14:00 ~ 17:30
13 (Sun)  6:30 - 8:00
Place: Start at Ibusuki city Sogo Tiikukan,
Ibusuki city
Participation Fee: 5,000 yen

Application Deadline: November 30 (Fri)
*Through the internet site such as JTB
Sports Station, Sports Entry or RUNTES.
Acomodation Deadline: November 13 (Fri)
*JTB Convention Center: 092-751-2102
Nanohana Marathon Executive / 0993-22-2550
URL:
http://www.ibusuki-nanohana.com/marathon/
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VISITOR CENTER Upda te

Update Newsletter is edited and issued by Visitor Center Update.
We also offer information on sightseeing, transport service, accommodation and restaurants, all on our web site,
“KAGOSHIMA Visitors’ GUIDE” and on facebook “KIC-update”.
We’d like to hear from you. Mail us with your suggestions for future articles, and your comments about the
content of Update. If you would like to write an article for Update, let us know.
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Visitor Center Update / Editor: Shiho. Forbes

KIC-update.com

o K.P.V.B

)

2F Hiratabashi Bldg.. 8-13 Hirano-cho, Kagoshima City, JAPAN 892-0848
Tel: 099-224-8011 / Fax: 099-224-8012

E-mail: info@kic-update.com

URL. http://kic-update.com/

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/kicupdate
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